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S I firſt Preach'd, ſo T now Print 
the following Sermon at Tour 
| Requeſt; though 1 am ſenſible 
" that ] can add nothing new, to 
what hath been already Publiſh'd by my 
Brethren, who went before me on this Oc+ 


A- 2 | caſion 5 


a The Dedication. ; 

caſion ,, from whom. You have had that juſt 
Encouragement which Tour Cauſe deſerves, 
' and thoſe prudent Direftions , which if 
1ou follow, Ton cannot err in the Manage» 
ment of it. 


Notwithſtanding which, T have beex pre- 
wvail'd upon, by conſidering that in ſuch 
a Cafe as this, the coneurring Judgment 
and Approbation of many who think and 
ſay the ſame thing, may the more effeu- 
ally texa to the promoting Tour Deſign, 
of which I freely own my ſelf an, Encou- 
rager, and ſhall think I have done a good 
Work, if any thing I have offer'd in this 
Diſcourſe may contribute thereunto. 


T1 have taken care tin this Caſe to ad 

nothing raſhly or inconſiderately 3 but af- 
ter having weigh'd, as well as I could, 
the Arguments for , and the. Objefions 
againſt Your Undertaking ; the former of 
which do, in my Tudement, very much 
outweigh the latter. 


That Vicious Men ſhould aeclare open- 


 &y againſt Tonr Attempt, is not at all - 
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Z The Dedication: | 
* | be wonder d at : *Tis. what they rethou 
> | zheir Intereſt, 2s well as their Tnclinatian 
F [to do. And if ſome who are truly Vir- 
- | tuous azd Pious, have entertaind any 
Prejuaices likewiſe, 'tis not very ſtrange, 
ſince T believe hardly any Extraordinary 
- | aud truly Generous Deſfien was ever yet 
1 | ſet on Foot in the World, but what was 
f | at the firſt ſuſpetted either as Iraprudent, 
4 | or ImpraQticable, by Men of otherwiſe 
- | good Fudament and Meaning. | 


- | ZHowever, there is this obſervable Dif- 
a | ference between the Cenſures which Bad, 
s | and which Good Men paſs upon Tow. 
The former do it from an Averfion tothe 
| End which you propoſe : The latter only 
0 | doubt concerning the Means which you uſe ; 
- | Doubt, 1 ſay, for after all 'tis generally 
, | no more , they being rather ſhy of enga* 
's ging themſelves, than forward to cenſure 
f thoſe who do ; nay , they cannot but in- 
h waraly wiſh ' You good Succeſs, whilſt they 
forbear to aſſiſt You ; all which makes me 
concluae , that they are not perfettly in- 
2- \form'd of the Methods You take , or at 
0 Weaft have not thoroughly conſider d them, 
c | ana * 


- 


The Dedication. | 
ana that when they have, they will alter 
their Tudements. | 


That open Prophaneneſs and Lemdneſs 
ought to be ſuppreſt, they agree with you ; 
( for what ſerious and good Man does 
wot from his heart deteſt thoſe ſcandalous} 
Praftices, which You endeavonr to ve- 
form? ) The only Queſtion then is , How 
this may be effected? Now all that I 
would deſire of ſuch Perſons at preſent 
is , that they will zot objeit againſt the 
courſe You take, till they can themſelves 

propoſe a better. 


But after all, What can be plauſiblyk; 
objefted againſt this , when , as the End y 
is highly fit, nay, neceſſary to be purſued, 
fo tis done by the Encouragement, and 
according to the Direttions both of Divine 
and Humane Laws 2 So that what St. Paul} 
faith in another Caſe, may be repeated in 
this, We know that the Law 1s good, 
if a Man uſe it lawfully. But of this 
1 will add no more to what I have ſaid(* 
an the Sermon it ſelf. "% 


' The Dedication: 
| Only upon this Occaſion, 1 cannot for- 
bear expreſſing my ſatisfa&ion, in obſer- 
{7 ving two hopeful Prognoſticks of a Better 
[Generation to ſucceed the Preſent. 


One ts , that Spirit of Genuine and 
Primitive Chriſtianity , which hath of 
ate ſo evidently exerted it ſelf in con- 
7T(derable Numbers of the Eftabliſh'd Com- 
union , eſpecially of the younger ſort of 
oth Sexes ; as appears not only by their 
trending the Publick Devotions,particularly 
he Holy Communion, with the greateſt Se- 
iouſneſs and Reverence ; but alſo by a 
rue Chriſtian Simplicity, Modeſty, Flumi- 
ity, Charity, Zgal and Conrage , which, 
hoſe who have occaſion more intimately 
7 C onverſe with them, have frequently 
""pſerv'd among them. | 


The other is, that Zeal mixt with Pru- 
ence , which ſo many both of the Eſta- 
liſh'd Communion , and of thoſe who in 
me few things differ from them, have 


intly expreſt , towards the ſuppreſſing of 
Ze. | | 
| And 


11 
2d, 
his 
aid 


ly: 


" Thy Dedication. 


And I cannet but look apon it as th, 
| Duty of thoſe of our Fundtion ,, to tay 
hold of every Opportunity of encouraging 
gnd direfting Perſons , who are of the 
ſelves ſo well diſposd. 


That it may pleaſe Almighty God t 
bleſs and proſper theſe pood Beginnings, 
and to give ſucceſs to your honeſt an 
—_ Ezaeauours, 1s the hearty Prayer 
O * | : . 


Tour faithful Friend and Servant, 


DAMUEL BRADFORD. 


; YE ho v7 RT 


.zra XN. Part of the 3d. andthe 4th, Verſe. 


low ther efore let us make a Covenant 
with our God, ---4ccording to the 
Counſel of my Lord and of thoſe 
etl that tremble at the Commandment 
of our God, and let it be done acs 
cording to the Law, 2» je , for this 
matter belongeth wito thee ; we alſo 
will be with thee ; be of 200d cons 
rave, and do it, 


” 


UCH is the Fulneis of the Holy 
Scripture, both with reſpect ro 
Directions and Precepts, {s wel 
as Inl(tances and Examples, rhat 
fn whatever Caſc we [erioully CON- 
ult them, we cannorc want eirher the 
Ine, or the other, for ovr Gridencg and 
Encouragement. And according; 41 hops , 
to make it appear , that the W orus, 
3 W i:1C: 


(2) 
which T have now read, are very welll; 
adapted to the Caule of our preſeat|,; 
Meeting. 

The Occafion of them was this. Thel, 
Jews having been detain'd in Caprivity 
during the ſpace of Seventy Years, it 
pleas'd God at laſt, according to what 
he had foretold by bis Prophets, to ſtir 
up the Heart of the King of Perſia tc ; 
diſmiſs them to their own Countrey. 

The firſt thing they did after theirf,; 
return, was, what very well became _ 
to prepare an Altar whereon to offer up 
their daily Sacrifices to the God of Hea/| 
ven ; proceeding next to Rebuild thei 
Temple ; ; which accordingly , notwiths| 
ſtanding the Oppoſition they met withy 
from their Enemies, by the Blefling of 
God they Finiſh'd and Dedicated. 

After theſe things, as we read Chap. 7 
Ezra, the Writer of this Book, ono. gh : 
a Commiſſion from the Perſian King tc ” 
£0 up to Jeruſalem, to ſet in order and 
{upply what was amiſs or wanting there & 
particularly to Beautify the Houſe off, 
God, and to carry thither a very Noblck 
Preſent from the King, and his CounF 
{ellors,] 


Ji 


Cai” 


ell ellors, and the Province of Babylon, for 
ithe Service of the Temple, and of the 
B od who dwelt therein ; and not only 
Jo, but likewiſe to ſet Magiſtrates and 
YBudges over the People, even ſuch as 
I,cv the Laws of God; ordering alſo, That 
yi hoſe who did not know them , ſhould be 
"Faught by Ezra and his Brethren : To 
hich large Commiſſion this Sanction 
as annexed by the King, Chap. 7. 26. 
hoſoewer will not do the Law of thy 
"God, and the Law of the King, let judg- 
"FE ment be executed ſpeedily upon him, whe- 
-*Gher it be unto death , or to baniſhment, 
h. pr to confiſcation. of goods, or to impri- 

| F onment. 
4 That Fzra was a Perſon well qualified 
or receiving ſuch a ſpecial Commiſſion, 
Ss apparent, by the CharaCter given of 
Pim in the ſame Chapter , where 'tis 
. aid, wer. 6. That he was a ready Scribe 
#» the Law of Moſes, which the Lord 
1Þ3od of Iſrael had given. And wer. 10. that 
© Be had prepar d his heart to ſeek the Law 
le of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in 
""Vſracl Statutes and Tudgements. And 
erefore the King himſelf, in his Let- 
B 2 rer 
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(4) 

"ter to him, ſalutes him, by the Title of 
Prieſt and Scribe of the Law of the God oj 
Heaven, wer. 12. 

The Office and Buſineſs of a Priefl 
and Scribe among the Jews, was to pre-(C 
ſerve the Knowledge of God's Law, andſ 
to teach it to the People ; ; and aACCord- 
ingly the very Copy which we havel, 
of the Law of God, and of the Prophets|C 
1n the Old Teſtament, is generally ſup- 
pos'd to have been preſerv'd and tranſ-|, 
mitted to us by this Ezr4, together with 
the Hiſtory of his own Times, wrote by 
himſelf. _ 

Such a Man as this was qualified toþy 
Exccute the King's Commiſhon, accord-þ 
ing to the true intent of it, and 1s inþy; 
this Caſe to be conſider'd both as a Prieſt; 
and a Maoiſtrate in one Perſon. 

In the ſequel of the Hiſtory we findþh 
ne was faithful and punctual to the Or-hh 
ders he had receiv'd. He firit choſehp| 
out proper Companions , deliver'd thee 
Offerings into their hands, kept a ſolemnyf 
Faſt with them, in order to the implo-FT, 
ring the Prote&ion of God in the, 
way they were going ; arriv'd fafely at 


Jeruſalem, 
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(9 
of] Feruſalem, and after Three days Reſt, © 
ofÞdcliver'd up his -Charge , and produc'd 
his Commiſſion, as we read Chap. 8. © 
eff Burt when this was done, ſome of the 
'e-[Chiet of the 7ews came to him, and 1n- 
adfform'd him of a great Tranſgreſſion 
d=fwhich divers of their Nation had been 
Vehand were ſtill guilty of. Thus we read 
-tSIChap. 9. 1, 2. The Princes came to me, 
Paying, T he people of Iſr ae! and the prieſts, 
land the Levites have not ſeparated them- 
thi/ſe/ves from the people of the lands , do- 
Dy ing according to their abominations : — For 
Fhey have taken of their daughters for 
tot hemſelues, and for their ſons, ſo that 
d-k he holy feed have minzled themſelves 
INkvith the people of thoſe lands ; yea, the 
eſtiand of the princes and rulers hath been 
hief in this treſpaſs. Where we lee, 
1dFhat ſome: of the Princes themſelves, | 
hoſe who were Men of Chief Note and 
fcfPlace among the Jews, did not think it 
hchelow them to turn Iaformers in a caſe 
WMhf this Nature, however ſcandalous that 
o-fFTerm may appear to ſome in our days. 
heINay, obſerve their Impartiality and their 
atkCoprage at Once ; they did this, when ſome 


(6) 
of their own Rank and Quality, when 
the Princes and Rulers, were chief among 
the Tranſgreſſors. 

| _ Upon this Ixformation, Ezra, like a 
Pious and Good Man, in the firſt place 
expreſt his Senſe of this Evil PraQtice, 
by all the Signs which were cuſtomary 
among that People. For wer. 3. he rent 
hi garment ,and his mantle,and pluckt off the 
hair of his head,and of his beard, ana ſat down 
aſtoniea ; which when the people ſaw, 'tis 
{aid, ver. 4. That everyone that trembled at 
the words of the God of Iſrael, aſſembled 
unto him. Both he and all who had 
a ſenſe of the Authority of God's Law, 
were, it ſeems, deeply affeted with the 
Tranigreffion of their Countreymen ; 
they did not account it a ſlight matter 
to obſerve the Iniquity of others, though 
themſelves were innocent, but laid it 
very ſeriouily ro heart. 


Thus he fat till the time of the Evex- 


zng Sacrifice , and then, as it became the 
Prieft of the Lord, ver. 5. he fell upon 
his knees , ſpread out his hands unto God, 
and made Supplication for the People. 
You may read his Prayer at your leiſure, 
In 
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ia the remaining part of that Chapter ; 
in which he repreſents in very pathetical 
Expreſſions, the Goodneſs and Patience of 
God on the one hand, with the Ingrati- 
tude and Diſingenuity of the Jews on the 
other hand 

What follow'd upon this Prayer. of 
Ezra we have in this Chapter, (Chap.1o.) 
out of which my Text 1s taken ; where 


we read, Yer. 1, That when Ezra þh:d 


prayed, and when he had confeſſed, weeping 
and caſting himſelf down before the Fi 
of God, ( obſerve all along what a ſenſe 
this Good Man had of publick T reſpaſſes) 
there aſſembled unto him out of Iſrael a 
very great congregation of men, and women, 
and children ;, for the people wept very fore. 
It the Magiſtrates and the Prieſts let 
themſelves heartily to reform Impiety 
and Wickedneſs, the People are apt to be 
influenced more than would eafily be 
imagined without a trial. *T'was fo in 
this Inſtance, and I doubt not but it will 
be ſo, where ever the Experiment is fair- 
ly made. 

Well! out of this Multitude one ſtood 
up, Ver. 2. Shechaniah by Name, the ſor 
B 4 of 


WI | 
of Tehiel, one of the ſons of Elam, and he 
anſwered and ſaid unto Ezra, We have 
tre/paſſed a; vatrſt our God, and have takin 
ſtri-ge wices of the people of the land; yet 
2:5 there is hope in iſ» act concerning this 
thin: There is, in ruth, always hope, 
where People. are cifpolec towards Re- 
.pentauce and Amendment ; the Infinite 
Goodnels of the Divine Nature 1s a ſut- 
hcient { ground of Hope, whenſoever we 
renuer our ſelves capable of Mercy. He 
ſpeaks in py Plural Number, We have 
treſpaſſei, doing, it in the Name of the 
Feopic, though he was not himſelf guil- 
ty, as appears highly probable from 
the 26'* Verſe of this Chapter , where 
among the guilty, who are recioned by 
Name, ' this Shechantiah ts not mentioned, 
though ! och his Father 7ehiel, and ve 
oi js Fathr's Brethren are nam? d among 
20) that had taken ſtrange Wives : Sq 
that he was not barely innocent in thi 
matter, but remarkably fo, as not having 
been tempted and drawn 1n by the Au- 
thoricy or Example of his neareit Rela- 
tions, And 1ndeed ſuck an one it well 
becomes to appeer forward'in 2 bufinels 
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J$ of this nature, who is himſelf perfe&tly 
:clear of thole Vices he would reform in 


others; he will with the better Grace, 
and the julter Aſſurance a& in- ſuch a 
Caſe. 
But what was it, which he advis'd ? 
Why, that we have in the words of my 
Text; Now therefore let us make a cove- 
nant with our God, &Cc. 
' Thus I have led you tO the-Text, by 
giving a very particular account of the 


Occaſion of it ; becauſe throughout this 
whole Hiſtory there are, as you may 


have obſery'd, many fair hints given us 
to our preſent purpoſe. ' In the reading 
of it, I purpoſely omitted one paſſage in 
the third Verſe, which expreſſes the par- 
ticular Reformation which was to be 
made at that time, vis. #o put away all the 
Wives, (that is, their ſtrange Outlandiſh 
Wives) ard ſuch as were born of them ;, be- 
cauſe we are not direQly concern'd in the 
Law which was given to the Jews with 
ref _ to that matter. When God choſe 
our the 1/raclites for his peculiar People, 
he ſaw ir neceſlary ro make a Separation 
Dztween them and the Heathen, _— 
any 


' (16) | 
ally the old Inhabitants of the Land of 
Canaan, leſt they ſhould be drawn into 
the Sin of Idolatry, to which they were 
ſo extremely prone ; and this he did by 
many expreſs Laws to that purpoſe, 
among which this was one, Deut. 7. 3. | 
Neither (halt thow make marriages with | 
them ; thy daughter thou ſhalt not give un- 
fo his fon, nor his daughter ſhalt thou take 
unto thy ſon. This was judg'd ſo neceſ- 
fary for that People, that ſuch Marriages 
were aot only utterly unlawful to be made 
by them,but were null if they were made ; 
' as appears by the Hiſtory of this matter, 
both in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 
And if God, who is the Supreme Lord 
and Governor of the World, ſaw it fit 
co give a ſuch a Law, there can be no 
diipute concerning their Duty to comply | 
with it. However, this being only a Po- 
fitrve, not a Moral Law, it is obligatory to 
no other People but to thoſe to whom it 
was given ; although perhaps it may not 
misbecome any Nation whatſoever, pro- 
teſſing true Religion, to forbid Marriage 
with Idolaters, by a Law of their own, 
tor fear of the il] Conſequences of it; As 
| in 


(1) 


in one inſtance, namely, that of our 


Princes , our Law-makers have now 
thought fit to do, after a long and dan- 
gerous Experience we have had of the 
Evils that attend ſuch Alliances. But 
that by the way. It may ſuffice to our 
preſent purpoſe, that the Fews had been 
guilty of a notorious Tranſgreflion of the 
Divine Law given to them, and therefore 
were obliged to reform themſelves in that 
particular. 


But to come to the Words themſelves, 
as they may concern us, as well as the 
Jews. Now therefore, &c. You may ob- 
{erve 1n them theſe Sx Particulars. 

1, That in the Caſe of publick and 
prevailing Tranſgrefſion, it was thought 
fit for the 1/raelites- to aſſociate and com- 
bine together, to engage themſelves and 
one another, to endeavour a Reformation 
of the Manners of their Country, Now 
therefore let us make a covenant with our God; 
that is, let us ſolemaly oblige our ſelves 
and one another, as one Body, thus to do. 

2. That they were influenc'd to do 


thus, and direQcd in their doing it, by 


thoſe 


(12) 


thoſe who had the Knowledge of God's 
Law, a Reverence for his Authority, and 


a Fear of his Power and Juſtice. Accord- 
zn7 to the counſel of my Lord, that is, of 
Ezra, WilO was a S:ribe of the Law of 
God, and pertettly ialtruQted 1a it ; amd 
of thoſe that tremble at the Commandment 
of God; that is, let us do thus, accord- 
ing to the Advice thou haſt already inti- 
mated to us by thy Humiliation, Con- 
 feſli5n, and Prayer, with the concur- 
rence of all ſuch as have join'd with thee 
in humbling themſelves, and begging 
the Favour of God, as being ſenſible of 
his Diſpleaſure, and fearing the effects 
of it. TL 

3. That the Law of God, and of their 
Country, was propos'd as the Rule by 
which their whole proceeding in this Caſe 
ſhould be guided. Let zt be done accord- 
zng to the Law; that is, let the Law of 
God given by Moſes be our Rule. 

4- That this Work of Reformation was 
reckon'd to be the more eſpecial Charge 
and Buſineſs of thoſe, who preſided and 
govern'd both in Church and State. 
Ariſe ; for this matter belongeth unto thee 3 

as 
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| as if he had ſaid, Thou art both qualified 
| and commiſſon'd to direct and command 


us in this buſineſs, as having the Skill and 


the Authority both of a Prieſt and Mapz- 
ſtrate. 


5. That the People alſo, in their re- 
{ſpective Stations, and according to their 
ſeveral Capacities, were reſolv'd to aſſfiit 
and encourage their Governors, 1n what- 
{oever Attempts they ſhould make to this 
purpoſe. We alſo will be with thee ; be of 

ood conurave. He might well promiſe 
this for himſelf ; and ſeeing the behavi- 
our of to great a Multitude, he might 
reaſonably prelume the ſame for them, 
that cacit of them would afford his afſi- 
ſtance to £2zra in ſo good, fo laudable, 
and ſonecelJary an Undertaking, 

6. .'That open confefling publick Ini- 
quities, and Supplicating for the Mercy 
ot God, and for Grace to amend what 
was amiſs, was not thought ſufficient to 


L cxculſc either the Prieſts, or the Magr- 


ſtrates, or the People, from doing their 
parts towards the obtaining what they 
delir'd. Ariſe, be of good courage, and do 


it ; that is, Having now kneel'd before 
God, 


( 14 J 


God, and offer'd up thy Supplications; 


Ariſe, ſtand up, and do what farther be- 
comes thee; and let neither the Number, 
nor the Conſiderableneſs of any Tranſ- 
greſſors among us diſcourage thee ; thou 
wilt not want the Afiſtance either of 
God or Man. | 

The Time allotted for ſuch a Diſcourſe 
as this, will not permit me to erlarge up- 
on any of theſe Obſervations ; yet foral- 
mueh as I think them all appoſite to our 
preſent Deſign, I ſhall endeavour briefly 
co 1]uſtrate each of them, and as I go 
along, apply them ro the Purpoſe of this 
Aſſembly. * ES. 


1. It 1s obſervable, That in the caſe of 
publick and prevailing Tranſgreſſion,. it 
was thought fit for the Iſraelites to Aﬀſo- 
ciate and Combine together, to engage 
themſelves, and one another, to endea- 
vour a Reformation of the Manners of 
their Country. Now therefore let us make 
s covenant with our God. 

There. had been an open violation of 
an expreſs Law of God, of which ſeveral 

of all Ranksamong them had been guilty. 
| TOW 


C 15) 


Now in oppoſition to theſe, *ris ſaid, That 


a very great congregation aſſembled unto 
Ezra out of Iſrael; and Shechaniah, ſpeak- 
ing both for himſelf and them, perſuades 
to the entring into a ſolema Obligation to 
amend what had been amiſs among 
them. | | pf 
And the like we find in other Inſtances 
in the Holy Scriptures. Thus when there 
had been a general defection from the 
Law of God immediately after it was gi- 
ven to Moſes, by the Peoples making and - 
worſhipping the Golden Calf, Moſes, at- 
ter he had ſeverely rebuked 4aron for 
complying with the Peoples folly , food 
in the gate of the camp , and ſaid, Who is 
on the Lord's fide, let him tome unto me ; 
upon which *tis ſaid, that all the ſons of 
Levi gather'd themſelves unto him, Exod: 
32. 26. *'Tis true, the way in which 
they proceeded againſt ths Tranſgrefſors, 
1s not to be imitated by us, ſuch Methods 
being proper for that People, as are not 
for all others; Bur the Levztes joining to» 
gether as one Body, to do what God and 
Moſes ſhould dire&t them , towa-ds the 
ſuppreſſing the Jdolatry which nad fo 
{uddenly 


_ \ 


ſuddenly and ſo generally prevaiPd, was 


what very well became them, and de- 
{>rves our imitation. 


I might again inftance in what was done (| 


in the Reign of King Toſh ah,2 Kings 22.8, 
_ Upon the High Prictt”s ftinding the Book 
of the Law, and ſending ir to ) the King, 
he found by peruſing it, that the Nation 


had notorioully tranſgreſt the Precepts gi- | 


ven therein, and were thereby expoſed to 
the juſt diſpleature of Almighty God ; 
upon which, Chap. 23.1, 2, 3. //e imme» 
diately ſent, and gathered unto him all the 
Elders of Judah, and of Jeruſalem; and he 
went up into the honſe of the Lord, and all the 
men of Tudah and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſaiemwith him,and the Prieſts,and the Pro- 
phets, and all the people both ſmall and great, 


and he read in their ears all the words of the 


book ;, and the Kjng made a Covenant before 
the Lord, to walk after the L.ord,and to keep 
his Commandments, and his | eſtimonies, 
and his Statutes, with all their heart, and 
with all their ſoul; —— and all the people 


ſtood to the Covenant ; in vertue of which, 


(as it follows 1 in that Chapter) ſuch a 
Refor- 
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Reformation was made, as had not been 
from the days of Moſes, to that time. 
And ſuch a Practice is very reaſonable; 
there being no-other way likely to ſup- 
preſs Wickedneſs, when it is grown to an® 


" head, but for a conſiderable Body of ſuch 


eſpecially as are untainted with ir, to ſer 
themſelves in open oppoſition and-defti- 


ance to it. Single Attempts will prove 


too weak in ſuch a caſe; whereas the joint 
and unanimous Endeavours of many , 
who will encourage and aſſiſt one ano- 
ther, will make Iniquity both aſham'd 
and afraid to ſhew it ſelt. 

And upon thffs account, I cannot but 
juſtify and commend your having form'd 


.your ſelves into orderly and regular Sq- 


cieties, for the more effeCtual carrying on 
that good Work which you have under- 
taken, *Tis no other thing than what is 


.conſtantly done without offence in Caſes 


of Secular Concernment; Prudence teach- 
ing, and Experience confirming, as Men 
of- Buſineſs 1n the World do well know, 
that no uſeful Deſign is ſo advantageouſly 


and thoroughly carried on by ſingle Per- 


ſons, as by Companies. *How many Cor- 
poration 


+. 


porations are for that reaſon embodied 


throughout this Kingdom, for the carry- 
ing on particular Trades and Profeſſions ? 
Nay, how many meer Voluntary Socie- 
*ries are formed' Yearly in this City, and 
aſſemble in this Church, as you now do, 
for the promoting good Correſpondence 
and Friendſhip among Neighbours or 
Countrymen? And why ſhould we not 
be as wile, and as zealous, in promoting 
the Honour of God, the Intereſts of Re- 
ligton, - the Spiritual and Eternal Welfare 
of Mankind, nay, and the beſt Intereſts of 
tie Kingdom we belong to, as we are in 


; promoting any\of our Secular Intereſts ar. 


Deſigns ? . No other reaſon, that I know 


of, can be affigned why we are not ſo, | 


but becauſe zhe Chil:/ren of this world are 
wiſer in their generation than the children 
of light. b 

| NorcanT ſee any juſt Exception to be 
made againſt your Societies in particular, 
rather than againſt any of the reſt ; ſince 
upon due Enquiry I am well ſatisfied, that 
they are under the Encouragement and 


' 


—_ 


Direction of Perſons, whoſe Prudence, 


_ as well as Piety, is unqueſtionable ; and 
lince 


( 19 


| fince your Proceedings are guided by the 


Laws both of God and Man. Bur of 
that more under the following Obſer- 
vations. = Z 

2.[n the next place therefore, I obſerv'd 
from the Text, that the 1/raelites were 
influenc'd to take this Courſe, and di- 
rected in their doing it, by thoſe who 
had the knowledge of God's Law, a 
reverence for his Authority, and a fear 
of his. Power and Juſtice. For {ſo the 
'Text ſays, Let us make a covenant with 
our God,— according to the counſel of my 
lord, (namely of Ezra) and of thoſe that 
tremble at the commandment of our God. 

It was þy the Suggeſtion of Ezra,. and 
thoſe who join'd with him in his Humi- 
lation and Prayer, that Sherhaniah made 
this Motion; and it was a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the Law of God, which 
mov'd Ezra; as it was a juſt -fear of 
God's Diſpleaſure, and an awful reve- 


-Fence toward his Majelty (expreſs'd by 


trembling at the commandment of God )} 
which excited the Congregation. And 
there can be no doubt, but that all 
who were concern'd for this Reforma- 
C 2 tion, 


© = koh 


tion , and thus excited to attempt it, 
were ready to follow the DireQtions of 
Ezra, and to be guided by the pru- 
dent Coynſels of the wileſt and beſt men 
among them, in the proſecuting their 
Deſign. | 

They were the: very ſame Principles 
which ftir'd up Jofiah, in that other 
caſe I mention'd. It was his readzag the . 
book of the Law, which had , it ſeems, 
been utterly negle&ted, and almoſt loſt 
from among them , that put the Kiag 
upon ſending to enquire of God, what 
he ſhould do; 2 Kzngs 22. I1, I2, 13. 
who in his Anſwer to him, commends 
tim, for that his heart was teqder , and 
he humbled himſelf before the Lord, when 
he heard what he had ſaid, in that Book. 
ver.” 29. -.- 

An awful regard for the Law of God, 
and a tender-hearted, humble, and afte- 
Etionate Concern for its being obey'd 
both by our ſelves and others, are Dif- 
poſitions highly commended in the fa- 
cred Writers. To this Man will T look, 
faith God by his Prophet 1/aiah , Ha. 
66. 2» Even to him who u« poor, and of 

4 contrite 
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a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word. 
And *tis nothing but the want of ſuch 
a Temper, that can make Men either 
g0 on careleſly ia violating God's Laws 
themſelves, or behold others doing ſo, 
without uſing their Endeavours to re- 
claim them. _ | 

For God 1s infinitely above us, an 
we are jntirely at his diſpoſal, as being 
the Work of his Hands, and under the 
conſtant care of his Providence ; ſo that 
tis very fit, that he ſhould give us Laws, 
and that we ſhould reckon our ſelves un- 
der the ſtricteſt Obligations to be govern'd 
by them. | 

How can the wilful and obſtinate 
Offender think to. eſcape unpuniſh'd, 
whilſt he violates thoſe Laws which are 
Eſtabliſh'd by indiſputable Authority , 
backt with uncontroulable Power ? 

But that which ſhould yet farther en- 
gage our Reverence towards them , is, 
That they are founded alſo upon the _ 
_ eternal and unalterable Rules of Juſtice 
and Equity. *Tis true, there were ſeve- 
ral poſitive Laws given by Moſes to the 
Jews, which are uſually ſaid to be there- 
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fore good, becauſe commanded ; ( though 
to that People, and in thoſe Circum« 
ſtances, God, no doubty knew that it - 
was good to ive them ;) and "tis remar- 
kable, that it was even one of thoſe po- 
fitive Laws , which Ezra and the Peo- 
ple that join'd with him ſhew'd ſuch a 
regard to at that time. How inexcu- 
ble then are we, if we do not Reve- 
rence thoſe Laws, which God hath gi- 
ven us 1n the very Frame and Conſtitution 
of 'our Nature, and which we can never 
tranſgreſs, without contradicting the Rea- 
ſon and Senſe of our own Minds, and 
Violating our Conſciences ! 

And ſuch in truth are the Laws, for 
the Execution of which you now con- 
terd ; Viz. Thoſe whereby we are 0b- 
lig'd to Reverence tle Name of Al- 
mighty God, to obſerve ſome certain 
fxt Times for his Publick Worſhip and 
Scrvice, £0 preſerve our ſclves ſober and 
chaſt, free from thoſe Defilements and 
Diſorders of the Fleſh, which would be 
to our own great prejudice, and the ſcans 
gal of our Neighbours. Who can doubt, 
whether ſuch Laws as  thele ought to 


be 


/ 
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be eſteem'd. ſacred or not ? And conſe- 


- quently 'tis" not to be wonder'd at, if 


thoſe among us who daily converſe with 
the Holy Scriptures, as well as with their | 
own Minds, and are acquainted with the 
Precepts written bothygjn the one and the 
other, and have at the'ſame time a re- 
oard for the Authority of Almighty 
God, and tremble at his word , {hould 
unite their Endeavours againſt the open 
and groſs violation of them. 

3. But 'tis farther obſervable in the 
Text , That the Law of God, and of 
their Countrey , was propoſed as the 
Rule by which their whole proceeding 
in this caſe ſhould be guided. 'Azd /et 
it be done accoraing to the Law. 

The Law of Moſes was to the Jews 
both the Law of God, and the Municipal 


. Law of their Countrey too. God was 


their King, and gave them their Laws 
immediately from Heaven, and therefore 


 *rwas fit they ſhould have recourſe to 


theſe, whenever they ſet upon a Publick 

Reformation. | | 
As to other Nations, which are not 
{ immediately under a Divine Legilſa- 
: C4 ' nom 
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tion, there are firſt the Lawgof God pi- 
yen to Mankind in the very frame of 
their Nature , and reſulting from the 
Reaſon of «Things, which oblige all the 
Children of Men, as being publiſh'd to "Þ 
all; and whereev@ God hath givenany | 
poſitive Laws over and above, thoſe to 
whom they are — are equally 
obliged by them allo. And 1n all other. 
caſes, che Municipal Laws of each Coun- 
trey, fo far as they do not contragict 
the Divine, are to be a Rule to all Ranks 
and Orders of men therein , eſpecially 
with reſpe& to all their ations of Pub- | 
Iick Concernment and Importance. For | 
they are made by an Authority deriv*d 
from God, as all lawful humane Power 
15; and they are the very Bonds and L1- 
gaments of Society, which at firſt unite, 
and afterwards hold men in one Body ; | 
they are plainly the Conditions upon 
which any Countrey or Kingdom agree 
and oblige themſelves to at. And there- 
for: nothing can be more imprudent or 
dangerous to a Community, than either 
to make Laws that are not fit to be cx- 
ecuted , or not to ſee to the Execution 
of choſe that are made. As 
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As to our own Country, thanks be 
to God, we live under the 'DireCtion of . 


wiſe and wholeſome Laws, and parti» 


cularly thoſe Laws of our Countrey 


"I which you endeavour to have executed, 


are ſuch as are undoubtedly agreeable to 
the Laws of God. | 

As for inſtance ; Do the Laws of our 
Realm ſtrialy forbid and puniſh all 
prophane Swearing aud Cunrſing ? Does 
not the Law of Moſes, and of Chriſt, 
nay of Natnre it ſelf, do the ſame? 

Do-the Laws of our Countrey appoint 


ÞJ a certain Day for the publick ſolema 


Worſhip of Almighty God ? God by 


| Moſes did the ſame to the Jews ; and 


our Blefſed Saviour and his Apoſtles 
have by their Example obliged us Chri- 


| "ſtians to the like praQtice 3 and this alſo 


'F very agreeably to the Light of Nature, 


- and the DiQtates of - right Reaſon. 


Do the Laws of this Kingdom re- 
ſtrain the exorbitances of an iztemperate 
and xcleay Lite, inflicting Penalties up- 
on thoſe that either abuſe chemſelves, 
or corrupt others in theſe matters ?, No 
ran who reads the Holy Scriptures -w 
| the 
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the Old and New Teſtament , or con- 
ſults the DiQares of his own Conſcience, 
- Can be 1gnorant, that this 1s agreeable to 
the Will of God diſcover'd ' both by 
Nature and Revelation. 

Now I would fain know, why we, 
Who are fo jealous with reſpe&t to the 
Honour of our Laws 1n all other caſes, 
ſhould fot be at leaſt equally ſo in the 
caſes I have now mention'd. Are thoſe 
Laws only fit to lie dormant, which 


were delign'd directly for the maintain- | 


ing and promoting Piety and Vzrtue 
among us ? Is it fit to exact thoſe Pe- 
naities which our Laws infliq, where 
one man injures another in his Eſtate 
or his Reputation ? Bur not where our 
Maker is openly affronted and injured by 


his Creatures ? Is it fit to put thoſe * 


Laws'in Execution , which are made 
for the Safety or the Honour of our 
Prince ? And not thoſe allo which are 
made for the Honour and the Intereſt 
of him who is Kzzg of kings, and Lord 
of lords?! In a word; Can' we with 
2 gggd Conſcience look on, and ſee no 


regard had to thoſe Laws of our Coun- 
| oreys 
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 trey , which , if duly obſerv'd, would 


have a ſpecial Tendency to promote 
the ſpiritual good of our Brethren, as 
well as their temporal, and to preſerve 
the good order , the peace , and the 
ſafety of the whole Body ? There can, 
L am well aſſurd, be no reply made in 
this caſe. 

All therefore that I {hall add upon 
this Head is, to put you in mind of 
what I know you have already among 
your Directions and Rules, viz. That 
whatſoever you do in this whole mat- 
ter, be as our Text exprefles it, dowe ac- 
cording to the law ; that you never in the 
leaſt exceed its bounds* and meaſures ; 


but on the other hand , that you allow 


for every reaſonable and equitable con- 
ſideration , ever inclining rather to the 
lide of Charity and Mercy , than of rigid 
Tuſtice. | 

Bur to proceed ; 

4. This Work 'of Reformation was 
reckon'd to be the more eſpecial Charge 
and Buſineſs of thoſe who preſided and 
govern'd both in Church and State. 


viſe; ; for this matter belongeth unts 


rhee 3 : 
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"thee ; ſpeaking to Ezra, who as he was 


a Prieſt of God, and a Scribe of. his Law, 
ſo he came alſo with a Special Commiſſion 
from the Perſian Monarch. . - 

As to the Prieſts of God , and the 
Scribes of his Law, there can be no doubt 
made. The Law 1s given to them in 
eſpecial Charge, ,and they are to make it 
their conſtant endeavour to inſtru the 
People in it, and by all means to per- 
ſuade and excite to a faithful Obedience 
go It. - | | 

And as to Governors or Magiſtrates in 
the State, both Reaſon and Scripture aſ- 
ſure us, That rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil; that they are 
the miniſters of God to us for good; that 
if we do that which is evil, we may be 
afraid of them, becauſe they bear not the 
{word in vain, but are the miniſters of 
God, revengers to execute wrath upon thens 


that do evil, Rom. 13. 3,4. Andagain, 


That our Goverzors, whether Supreme Or 
Subordinate , are ſent by God for the pu- 
niſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe 
of them that do well, y Pet. 2. 13, 14. 


For which reaſon they are ſometimes cal- 
| led 
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{| led Gods, becauſe they are God's Vice- 


gerents, having an Authority derived 


from the Great Lord and Governor of all. 


Their great Buſineſs therefore 1s, to pro- 
mote the Honour of him whoſe Autho- 
rity they are inveſted with, and whoſe 
Image they bear, together with the wel- 
fare and happineſs of the People whom 
they govern, keeping all in good Order, ' 
{o- that under them their Subje&s may 
lead not only quiet and peaceable Lives, but 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty allo ; which 
Ends cannot be attain'd without making 
and executing ſuch Laws as may preſerve 
and promote Piety and Virtue, the Fear 
of God, together with Juſtice and So- 
briety among Men. 

And as the Nature and Deſign of their 
Office require all this of them ; ſo they 
are under a ſpecial Obligation to the do- 
ing of it, by the Oath of God with which 
they have bound themſelves, which can- 
not ſure be intended to engage them to 
the Obſervance and Execution of all the 
Laws of their Country, with an excep= 
tion only of thoſe, in which the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Welfare of their 

” Country 
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Country are moſt nearly and deeply in- 
terEſted. | 
Thanks be to God, there'are many}. 
Magiſtrates among us, particularly in 
this City, who ſeem to have a good ſenſe 
of this upon their Minds, and, to their 
Honour , have ſhew'd themſelves for- 
ward upon all occaſions to att according- 
ly. May God Almighty bleſs and re- 
ward their Endeavyours, and increaſe their 
Number; and may he excite all Orders 
of Men among us, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, to engage heartily and zea- 
louſly in ſo good a Work. 
But the next Particular I obſerv'd in the | 
Text was, That | "Io 
'5. The People alſo, in their reſpeQtive 
Stations, and according to their ſeveral 
Capacities, were reſoly'd to encourage 
and afliſt their Governors in whatſoever 
Attempts they ſhould make to that pur- 
poſe. We alſo will be-with thee ; be of good 
Courage; Y 
He who ſaid this in his own Name 
and the Peoples, ſeems to have been net- 
ther Prieſt nor Magiſtrate, but one of the 
Common People , his Family being} 
| reckon'd 


"TRY 
reckon'd a little after in this Chapter , 
(Yer. 25, 26.) among the peopltiwf 1/ract 


. Only ; ſo that, as I obſerv'd in the begin- 


ning of this Diſcourſe, That the Princes 
did not think it below them, to be 1n- 


| formers in a Caſe of this nature ; fo it 


was.not it ſeems look'd upon as an In- 
pertinent og Officious Act, a medling our 
of his Sphere or Station, for a\private 
Man to encourage and afliſt Ezra, nay, 
to*move and excite him to the Work of 
Reformation. 
Nor indeed can any one who thorough- 
ly conſiders this matter, eaſily fall into 


- fuch a miſtake. For beſides -that the 


Magiſtrate very often wants the encou- 
ragement of thoſe that are under him, 


to excite his Vigour, and to ſtrengthen 


his Hands in the Execution of Laws up- 
on numerous, bold, wealthy, or great 
Offenders; it. 1s moreover impoſſible in 
very many inſtances, that he ſhould exe- 
cute them at all, unleſs, according to the 
Deſign and Tatimation of the Laws them- 
ſelves, due Information be firft given him 


_ againſt thoſe that violate them , whfch 
mult generally be the part of ſuch among 


the 
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the Common People, as being themſelves 
 Innocege, yet are frequently converſant 
with Tranſgreſſors. In ſo much, that if 
a wiſe and good Magiſtrate ſhould have 
never ſo great a ſhare of Zeal and Cou- 
rage, it would avail nothing, unleſs others 

do their part alſo. 
Bur it may be ſaid, Are there not bet- 


a Publick Reformation, than for one 
Neighbour to inform the Magiſtrate a- 
_ gainſt another; and ſuch as a good-natur*'d 
modeſt Man, and an humble Chriſtian, 
would rather chuſe to be engaged in ? 


= Manners of a Nation. As particu- 
arly, 

That every good Man ſhould take 
eſpecial care to give an Example of all 
manner of Virtue and Piety to others , 
that according to the Precept of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Matth.+ 5. 16. his light 
{hould. ſo ſhine before mes, that they may 
Fe bis good works, and glorify his heavenly 
Father by an imitation of him. 

. Moreover, 


ter and eaſier Methods for carrying on 


; I anſwer ; There is no queltion, but | 
that ſeveral other things may and ought 
to be done, in order to the retorming 
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| Moreover, that every Parent of Chil- 
dren, and Maſter of Servants, ſhould 
carefully inſtruct and govern his Family, 
ſetting up the conſtant Worſhip of God 
in his Houſe, inftruving all that belon 
to him in the Principles of Religion, ns 
obliging them to benave themſelves re- 
gularly whilſt they are under his care, 
according to the praftice of Abraham, the 
Father of the Faithful, to whom God 
himſelf gave Teſtimony , Gen. 18. 19. 
That he knew him, that he wou!d command 
his children, and his houlhold after him , 
{o that they ſhould keep "the way of the 
Lord, &c. And I doubt not, but that the 
waat of this care in the Heads of Fami- 
lies, eſpecially in this laſt Generation , 
has been a very great occaſjon of the Looſ- 
neſs of the preſent Age; and that this 
would be one very efieQual means of 
mending the ſtate of Things among us, 
if all thoſe who are concern'd would con- 
ſcientioully diſcharge their Duty in this 
reſpeQ. It would in a great meaſure pre- 
vent the care of the Magiſtrate, and ren- 


der the Execution of Laws againſt Im- 


piety and Immorality in a good degree 
necdleſs, D A 
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A further means of Reformation would 
be, for every ſerious Chriſtian to take 
the courage in all Company, where-ever 
he hath a fair Occaſion or Opportunity 
given him, to recommend Piety and V ir- 
tue, to run down Wickedneſs and Vice, 
and to reprove and rebuke, in modeſt 
and friendly manner, thoſe whom he 
obſerves openly to tranſgreſs and offend ; 
and if ſeveral in the ſame Company, 
who are themſelves well diſpoled, would 
conſpire to back and aſſiſt one another 
in ſo doing, I doubt not but that much 
good might be done this way. 

And there is no queſtion , but that 
every modeſt and good Man heartily 
wiſhes, that there were no need of any 
other method than theſe. 

But after all, it muſt be ſaid, Thar 
there are abundance of Caſes, in which 
theſe Courſes will not do the- buſineſs ; 
and where they will not, *tis but rcaſon- 


able, nay 'tis our [Duty to proceed fur- | 


ther ; and if the good Nature and Mo- 
deity of any good Man ſhould tempt him 
to negle& his Duty in ſuch a Cale, yet 
if he have an hearty Concern, and right 
| Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Zeal for the Honour of God, 
the Good of his Brother, and the Wel- 
fare of his Country, theſe will enable him 
to overcome his ReluQtancy. 

What thoſe Caſes are, Prudence and 
Experience will eaſily diſcover ; 3 As Par= 
ticularly, when prophane and lewd Sin- 
ners are grown Bold and Impudent, ſo 
as to deſpiſe all Reproof, and ſpurn at 
Admonitions, being by uſe and practice 
ſo hardened, thar nothing 1s like to 1n- 
terrupt them in cheir evil Courſes, but 
the down-right Execution of wholſome 
Laws, by the Authority and Power of 
the Magiſtrate. 

Our Blefſed Saviour , who knew well 
how to rebuke, either mildly or ſharply, 
as the Caſe requir'd, hath plainly fignt- 
fied to us, thar there are ſome Sinners 
got beyond reproof, and not to be at- 
tempted that way , Matth. 7. 6. Gve 
not that which is holy to dogs, neither caſt 


} ye your pearls before ſwine , left they tram- 


ple them unaer their feet, and turn again 


| and rent jor. 


And in truth, the Practices which 


you have ſet your {elves to reform, are 
D:3 ſuch, 
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ſacl; as nothing but an intolerable Con- 
tempt. of all things Sacred, and an Ab- 
| horrence to Virtue and Sobriety can bring 
Mea to. 

Is it to be imagin'd, for inſtance, That 
thoſe who keep lewd, or otherwiſe dit- 


orderly Houſes , wherein all ſorts of- 
Men, and more eſpecially the Youth of 


the Nation are corrupted , debauched , 
and ruin'd, both in Body, and Soul, and 
Eſtate, will be prevaild upon to forego 
and quit their diſhoneſt Gain by gentle 
and modeſt Reproofs ? Or that thoſe 
who have fo far thrown off all Shame, 
as to frequent ſuch places, . will be with- 
held by meer perſuaſion ? 


| Ts it to be ſuppos'd that the Man, who | 


has ſo far diſcarded Humanity , as fre- 


quently to rencer himſelf a Beaſt, in the |. 
view of all his Neighbours, and to be | 


diſtinguiih'd as he "walks the Streets, 
only by being unable to retain the Poſture 
of a Man, will be inſtructed into better 


Manners? 


Is it, laſtly, to be thought, that thoſe 


who have ſo far. abandon'd all regard 


either to God or Man, as frequently ” 
Ca 
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hands? Or, that others who ſo deſpiſe 
' Almighty God and his Worſhip, as open- 


ly to miſuſe his Sacred Name, and to-' 


_- prophane that Day which is ſet aparc 


for his Service, 1in defiance to the ex- 


preſs and plain Laws of God and their 
_ Country, will be reclaim'd by only tel- 
ling them ſoftly that they do amiſs? I 
preſume not, and if any one be of another 
Opinion , he 1s at liberty to make the 
Experiment. 

If there be among any of theſe ſorts, 
ſuch as we may have reaſonable hopes 
_ of, as perhaps ſome few who have con- 
| tracted a vile Habit of prophaning the 
Name of God by Oaths, which they 
'utter in Common Diſcourſe unawares , 
theſe will either be reclaim'd when they 
ſee the Laws executed upon others, or 
elſe 'tis but fit that they ſhould fall un- 
der the Penalty and the Shame them- 
ſelves. | : 

6. There is one Obſervation more 

which I made from the Text, and that 
_ | D 3 IS, 


EEE. 
call upon their Maker to damn either _ . - 
themſelves or their Brethren, will ordi- 
narily take a Rebuke kindly at your 


os, 
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is, T hat open confeſſing publick Iniqui- 
ty, and praying for the Mercy of God, 
and for his Grace to amend what was 
amiſs, was not thought ſufficient to ex- 
cuſe either the Prieſt , or the Magpi- 
ſtrate, or the People, trom. doing their 
parts towards the obtaining what they 
cefir'd. = 
Fzra had been upon his Knees, con- 
feſling the Sins of the People, and im- 
vloring the Mercy and Favour of God 
cowards them, 1n very pathetical Terms, 
and a large Congregation had join'd 
with him 1n all this; bur this it ſeems 
was not enough ; Shechaniah ſays to 


. *: HOI LE oa, 9 - - 
, i , : SITE 
ee 5) 

*. 
> * 


him, Ariſe, be of good courage, and do it. 


And accordingly we read, that he im- 
mediaicly took his Advice :; for it fol- 
lows, v 5. Then Ezra aroſe, namely , 
from off his Knees, and made the Chief- 
Prieſts, and Levites, and all Iſr:iel to 
ſwear, that they ſhould do according to this 
word ; and they [ware ; and according to 
this their Relolucion and Qath they pra» 
Ctiled, as appears by the ſequel of the 
enzory. 5 


Prayer 


S. > Sos 

Prayer is one proper Means to avert 
the Diſpleaſure of God from a ſinful Peo- 
ple, and hath been always uſed as ſuch 
by Pious Men, when they have liv'd 
where Iniquity abounded, and very of- 
ren with good ſucceſs, as we find in di- 
vers Inſtances in the O/d Teſtament : But 
if it be not accompanied with ſuch Ar- 
tempts and Endeavours as are within our 
power, and are evidently conducive to 
the ſame End, it may juſtly paſs for the 
effett of Hypocriſy or Formaliry , and 
tend rather to provoke Almighty God, 
than to obtain his Favour toward us. 
For with what face can any one beg par- 
don of God for the Tranſgreffions of the 
Nation he lives in, without doing his 
part towards the amending them ? How 


can he deſire that God would pour out a 


Spirit of Repentance and Reformation 
upon the Kingdom ( which 1s probably 
one of the Petitions he. offers up on ſuch 
an occaſion) unleſs he excite the ſame 1n 
ama, , and others, as much as may 
MT . 
And now to apply this laſt Obſerva- 
tion to our ſelyes, and therewith to con- 
"> clude 


( 490) 
clude this Diſcourſe. We have been for 


divers Years paſt offering up our Suppli- 
cations to God ; we have had our ſtated 


days of Solemn Faſting and Humiliation 


to this purpoſe; and among other things 
we have delird, That God would be 
pleaſed by his Grace to reform whatever 
has been amiſs in the midi of us, as well 
as that he would deliver us from our 
Enemies, and avert the Evils our Sins 
had expos'd us to; and hereby certainly 
we have laid our ſelves under a ſtrict 0b- 
ligation of adding our Endeavours to our 
Petitions. 

And we are farther engaged at this 
time by way of Gratitude allo, ſince it 
hath pleas'd God ſo far to anſwer our 
Requefis, as to prevent thoſe Evils we 
teard, and after 2 Tteatous, Expenlive, 
and Bloody War, {ia the midit of which, 
Thanks be to God, we were deliver d 
trom feeling the ſevereſt effects of it) 
to reſtore to us the great Blefting of 
Peace. 

Now what can we do teſs, after all 
this, than to make a vigorous Effort, -to 
z00t out thoſe Sins which ever did, and 

, ever 
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ever will endanger our Peace'and Wel- ' 


fare, whilſt they prevail among us? 
How can we better teftiff®and expreſs 


our Thankfulneſs to Almighty God, our 


Great Deliverer and Preſerver ; or our 
Concern for the continuance of Peace 
and Tranquillity to our Nation, than in 
this way? The preſent Gracious Diſpen- 
ſation of Providence 1s both a Motive and 
Encouragement to us thus to do. 

Give me leave to ſpeak freely upon 
this Occaſion. We had once before in 
this Age a fair opportunity given us by 
Providence, for becoming a happy Peo- 


_ ple; I mean when our Legal Govern- 
ment, and the Eſtabliſh'd Church, were 


re-{etled, upon the Peaceable Reſtora- 
tion of King Charles the Second. 

But the remembrance of that Seaſon is 
attended with a very melancholy Refle- 
tion, namely , how groſly we abuſed 
the Goodneſs of God, and turn'd, his 
Grace into Wantonneſs. Inſtead of a 
wiſe and ſober Improvement of {ſo great , 
a Bleſſing, *tis too well known, that 
rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and 


 wantonneſs, flrife and envying , were the 


unhappy 


: (42) 
unhappy EffeRts of our Peace and Profpe. 
rity at that =_— 

Neithey Wn we be unacquainted , 
what a hand the Common Enemy has 
had in promoting Prophaneſs and Divi- 
ſton among us ever fince ; as well know- 
ing, that nothing could ſo effectually 
promote their Intereſts,as firſt dividing us 


into Parties, and then ſowing the Seeds 


of Looſneſs and Licentiouſneſs as much 
as was poſſible among each Party. We 
are not now ignorant of their Devices, 
and I. hope our Experience will make us 
wiſer and better for the time to come. 
We are now tried by Provicence once 
again, how we will demean our ſelves ; 
and "ris not, methinks, to be deſpair'd of, 
but that all who are ſerious, and well 
&iſpos'd in the Nation, may again unite 
and agree to promote the common Inte- 
Teſts of our Religion, and our Country. 
It ſeems to me a "good Omen, that God 
hath ſtird up the hearts of ſo many a- 
mong us, to expreſs a concern and zeal 
tor the ſuppreſſing Impiety and Vice; 


and that in proſecuting this Excellent 


Deſign, many of our Diflentiog Brethren 
are 


Mi 


On 
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are join'd with thoſe of the Eftabliſh'd 
Communion. *Tis to be hoped, that fre- 
quent converſing upon ſo good an Occaſi- 
on as this, maybe a means of removiag al! 
Unreaſonable Prejudices, and by degrees 
may beget a better Underſtanding, and 
a more favourable Opinton of each other, 
If our Zeal were but once turn'd towards 
the great things of Religion, in which 
we all agree, I am perſuaded that our 
Differences about leſs Matters would 
ſoon abate, and we might perhaps come to 
an agreement about them before we were 
aware. 

But to let that paſs. As far as we are 
agreed, Let walk by the ſame Rnle, let 
1s mind the ſame thing, 1 mean, Let us 
with one conſent promote the common 


. Intereſts of our Religion, and the Virtue 


of the Nation, of which we are all Mem- 
bers. Let mus ariſe ; be of good courage, and 
ao it. 

I amvery ſenſible, after all, that there 
are other Iniquities among us, beſides 
thoſe which the Law reaches, and ſuch 
as are highly provoking to God, and 
dangerous to the Kingdom ; an 
that 


044) 
that baſe ſe/jſþneſs of Spirit which has ſo 
notoriouſly prevail'd and ſpread it ſelf 
like a Leproſie, 1n all Parties, and 1n all. 
Ranks of Men among us. This 1s, in 
great meaſure, out of the power of the 
Law, and the Magiſtrate, and muſt be 
left ro God alone to rettity, though it 
be a publick, and a very ſcandalous Sin. 
But the Sins you have ſet your ſelves a- 
gainſt, you have found by Experience 
may be in ſome meaſure control'd ; and 
- *tis worth the while for every good Man 
to carry the matter as far as 'tis 1n his 
power. 


And may that gooa God, who hath al- 
ready dome ſo great things for us , dire@t 
and proſper your farther F'ndeavonrs; may 
he, b; the power of his Grace and good Spi- 
rit, ſtir up all Orders of men among us, to 
do their part towaras the promoting the 
prblick good, in this, and ta all other caſes; 
Alay he continue Peace and Tranquillity both 
to our Church and State; May he com- 
' poſe all our Differences, and make up our 
Breaches; May he bleſs and proſper his 
Church throughont the world , delivering 
all 


(45) 
all its oppreſſed Members, increaſing Piety 
and Charity among all that profeſs the 


Chriſtian Name : And laſtly, May he 


cauſe Truth , Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
the fear of his holy Name, together with 
all Virtue and Goodneſs to be propagated 
in all parts of the Earth, that his Kyng- 
dom may come, and his will may be done 
on Earth as it s Heaven. Grant thu, O 
heavenly Father, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſake, to whom with thee, and the Eter- 
nal Spirit, be all Hozour and Glory now 
and for ever. Amen, 
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